1 Corinthians 1:28 “What the world thinks is worthless, useless,
and nothing at all is what God has used to destroy what the
world considers important.” (CEV)

1. The Small Tongue

|:

James 3:2 “Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could
control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control
ourselves in every other way.” (NLT)
James 3:3-4 3“We can make a large horse go wherever we want
by means of a small bit in its mouth. 4And a small rudder makes
a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, even though
the winds are strong.” (NLT)
James 3:5 “In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that
makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on
fire.” (NLT)
James 3:6 “And among all the parts of the body, the tongue is a
flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your
entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire
by hell itself.” (NLT)
James 3:7-8 7“People can tame all kinds of animals, birds,
reptiles, and fish, 8but no one can tame the tongue. It is restless
and evil, full of deadly poison.” (NLT)

a) Listen Before You Speak
Proverbs 18:13 “It’s stupid and embarrassing to give an answer
before you listen.” (CEV)
James 1:19 “Remember this, my dear brothers and sisters!
Everyone must be quick to listen, but slow to speak and slow to
become angry.” (GNB)

b) Think Before You Speak
Proverbs 29:20 “There is more hope for a stupid fool than for
someone who speaks without thinking.” (NLT)
Proverbs 17:28 “Even fools are thought wise when they keep
silent; with their mouths shut, they seem intelligent. (NLT)

c) Pray Before You Speak
Nehemiah 2:1-5 1“Early the following spring, in the month of
Nisan, during the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ reign, I was
serving the king his wine. I had never before appeared sad in his
presence. 2So the king asked me, ‘Why are you looking so sad?
You don’t look sick to me. You must be deeply troubled.’ Then I
was terrified, 3but I replied, ‘Long live the king! How can I not be
sad? For the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and
the gates have been destroyed by fire.’ 4The king asked, ‘Well,
how can I help you?’ With a prayer to the God of heaven, 5I
replied, ‘If it please the king, and if you are pleased with me, your
servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city where my
ancestors are buried.’” (NLT)

Proverbs 13:3 “Those who control their tongue will have a long
life; opening your mouth can ruin everything.” (NLT)
The big idea: Small things are important.
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James 3:3-4 3“We can make a large
horse go wherever we want by means
of a small bit in its mouth. 4And a small
rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever
the pilot chooses to go, even though
the winds are strong.” (NLT)
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James 3:5 “In the same way, the tongue
is a small thing that makes grand
speeches. But a tiny spark can set a
great forest on fire.” (NLT)
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James 3:6 “And among all the parts of the
body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a
whole world of wickedness, corrupting
your entire body. It can set your whole life
on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.”
(NLT)
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James 3:7-8 7“People can tame all kinds
of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8but no
one can tame the tongue. It is restless
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a) Listen Before You Speak
Proverbs 18:13 “It’s stupid and embarrassing
to give an answer before you listen.” (CEV)
James 1:19 “Remember this, my dear
brothers and sisters! Everyone must
be quick to listen, but slow to speak
and slow to become angry.” (GNB)
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James Dent:
“As you go through life
you are going to have
many opportunities to
keep your mouth shut.
Take advantage of all
of them.”
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b) Think Before You Speak
Proverbs 29:20 “There is more hope for a
stupid fool than for someone who speaks
without thinking.” (NLT)
Proverbs 17:28 “Even fools are
thought wise when they keep silent;
with their mouths shut, they seem
intelligent. (NLT)
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Mark Twain:
“It is better to keep your
mouth closed and let people
think you are a fool than to
open it and remove all
doubt.”
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c) Pray Before You Speak
Nehemiah 2:1-5 1“Early the following
spring, in the month of Nisan, during
the twentieth year of King
Artaxerxes’ reign, I was serving the
king his wine. I had never before
appeared sad in his presence.
(cont’d)
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2So

the king asked me, ‘Why are you
looking so sad? You don’t look sick to
me. You must be deeply troubled.’
Then I was terrified, 3but I replied, ‘Long
live the king! How can I not be sad?
For the city where my ancestors are
buried is in ruins, and the gates have
been destroyed by fire.’ (cont’d)
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4The

king asked, ‘Well, how can I help
you?’ With a prayer to the God of
heaven, 5I replied, ‘If it please the king,
and if you are pleased with me, your
servant, send me to Judah to rebuild
the city where my ancestors are
buried.’” (NLT)
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Will Rogers:
“Never miss a good chance
to shut up.”
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the big idea:

Small things are
important.

21
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