1 Corinthians 1:28 “What the world thinks is worthless, useless, and
nothing at all is what God has used to destroy what the world considers
important.” (CEV)

1. The Small Army

|:

Judges 7:1-2 1“One day Gideon and all his men got up early and camped
beside the Spring of Harod. The Midianite camp was in the valley to the
north of them by Moreh Hill. 2The Lord said to Gideon, ‘The men you have
are too many for Me to give them victory over the Midianites. They might
think that they had won by themselves, and so give Me no credit.’” (GNB)
Judges 7:3 “Announce to the people, ‘Anyone who is afraid should go
back home, and we will stay here at Mount Gilead.’ So 22,000 went back,
but 10,000 stayed.” (GNB)
Judges 7:4-5 4“Then the Lord said to Gideon, ‘You still have too many
men. Take them down to the water, and I will separate them for you
there. If I tell you a man should go with you, he will go. If I tell you a man
should not go with you, he will not go.’ 5Gideon took the men down to
the water, and the Lord said to him, ‘Separate everyone who laps up the
water with his tongue like a dog, from everyone who gets down on his
knees to drink.’” (GNB)
Judges 7:6-7 6“There were 300 men who scooped up water in their hands
and lapped it; all the others got down on their knees to drink. 7The Lord
said to Gideon, ‘I will rescue you and give you victory over the Midianites
with the three hundred men who lapped the water. Tell everyone else to
go home.’” (GNB)
Judges 7:16-18 16“Gideon divided his 300 men into three groups and gave
each man a trumpet and a jar with a torch inside it. 17He told them, ‘When
I get to the edge of the camp, watch me, and do what I do. 18When my
group and I blow our trumpets, then you blow yours all round the camp
and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon!’” (GNB)

Judges 7:19-22a 19“Gideon and his hundred men came to the edge of the
camp a short while before midnight, just after the guard had been
changed. Then they blew the trumpets and broke the jars they were
holding, 20and the other two groups did the same. They all held the
torches in their left hands, the trumpets in their right, and shouted, ‘A
sword for the Lord and for Gideon!’ 21Every man stood in his place round
the camp, and the whole enemy army ran away yelling. 22While Gideon’s
men were blowing their trumpets, the Lord made the enemy troops
attack each other with their swords.” (GNB)
1 Samuel 14:6 “Jonathan and the soldier who carried his weapons talked
as they went toward the Philistine camp. ‘It’s just the two of us against all
those godless men,’ Jonathan said. ‘But the Lord can help a few soldiers
win a battle just as easily as He can help a whole army.” (CEV)
Isaiah 54:17 “No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every
tongue which rises against you in judgment you shall condemn. This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord.” (NKJV)
Romans 8:31 “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (NKJV)
Romans 8:35, 37 35“Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?
Does it mean He no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are
persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with
death? 37No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours
through Christ, who loved us.” (NLT)
2 Corinthians 2:14a “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in
triumph in Christ...” (NKJV)
1 John 4:4b “God’s Spirit is in you and is more powerful than the one that
is in the world.” (CEV)

The big idea: Small things are important.
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Judges 7:1-2 1“One day Gideon and
all his men got up early and camped
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the north of them by Moreh Hill. 2The
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‘Anyone who is afraid should go back
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Gilead.’ So 22,000 went back, but
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Judges 7:4-5 4“Then the Lord said to
Gideon, ‘You still have too many
men. Take them down to the water,
and I will separate them for you there.
If I tell you a man should go with you,
he will go. If I tell you a man should
not go with you, he will not go.’
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Judges 7:16-18 16“Gideon divided his
300 men into three groups and gave
each man a trumpet and a jar with a
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get to the edge of the camp, watch
me, and do what I do. 18When my
group and I blow our trumpets, then
you blow yours all round the camp
and shout, ‘For the Lord and for
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Judges 7:19-22a 19“Gideon and his
hundred men came to the edge of the
camp a short while before midnight,
just after the guard had been
changed. Then they blew the trumpets
and broke the jars they were holding,
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They all held the torches in their left
hands, the trumpets in their right, and
shouted, ‘A sword for the Lord and for
Gideon!’ 21Every man stood in his
place round the camp, and the
whole enemy army ran away yelling.
22While Gideon’s men were blowing
their trumpets, the Lord made the
enemy troops attack each other with
their swords.” (GNB)
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1 Samuel 14:6 “Jonathan and the
soldier who carried his weapons talked
as they went toward the Philistine
camp. ‘It’s just the two of us against all
those godless men,’ Jonathan said.
‘But the Lord can help a few soldiers
win a battle just as easily as He can
help a whole army.” (CEV)
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Isaiah 54:17 “No weapon formed against
you shall prosper, and every tongue
which rises against you in judgment you
shall condemn. This is the heritage of the
servants of the Lord.” (NKJV)
Romans 8:31 “If God is for us, who
can be against us?” (NKJV)
17

Romans 8:35, 37 35“Can anything
ever separate us from Christ’s love?
Does it mean He no longer loves us if
we have trouble or calamity, or are
persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or
in danger, or threatened with death?
37No, despite all these things,
overwhelming victory is ours through
Christ, who loved us.” (NLT)
18

9

2/21/2021

2 Corinthians 2:14a “Now thanks be to
God who always leads us in triumph in
Christ...” (NKJV)
1 John 4:4b “God’s Spirit is in you and
is more powerful than the one that is
in the world.” (CEV)
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