Hebrews 10:32-36 32“Think back on those early days when you first learned
about Christ. Remember how you remained faithful even though it meant
terrible suffering. 33Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule and were
beaten, and sometimes you helped others who were suffering the same
things. 34You suffered along with those who were thrown into jail, and when
all you owned was taken from you, you accepted it with joy. You knew there
were better things waiting for you that will last forever. 35So do not throw
away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings
you! 36Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to
do God’s will. Then you will receive all that He has promised.” (NLT)
Genesis 37:3-4 “Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because
he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. But
when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers,
they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.”

1. A Life Of Favor Always Encounters Spiritual Resistance |
Genesis 37:4 “But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more
than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.”

2. A Life Of Favor Always Activates The Supernatural In Our Lives |
Genesis 37:5-7 “Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers;
and they hated him even more. So he said to them, ‘Please hear this
dream which I have dreamed: There we were, binding sheaves in the
field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed
your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.’
Genesis 37:8-9 “And his brothers said to him, ‘Shall you indeed reign over
us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?’ So they hated him even
more for his dreams and for his words. Then he dreamed still another
dream and told it to his brothers, and said, ‘Look, I have dreamed another
dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed
down to me.’

Genesis 37:10-11 “So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father
rebuked him and said to him, ‘What is this dream that you have dreamed?
Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the
earth before you?’ And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the
matter in mind.”
Why Does Favor Trigger the Supernatural?
• Supernatural activity opens our minds before it opens heaven
• Supernatural activity in private devotion causes us to recognize
supernatural favor in everyday life
• Supernatural activity initiates favor, sustains favor, and brings favor
to completion
3. A Life Of Favor Always Results In A Kingdom__Purpose
Genesis 42:8-9 “So Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize
him. Then Joseph remembered the dreams which he had dreamed about
them, and said to them, ‘You are spies! You have come to see the nakedness
of the land!’”
Genesis 45:4-6 “And Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Please come near to me.’
So they came near. Then he said: ‘I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold
into Egypt. But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For
these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are still five years
in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting.”
Genesis 45:7-8 “And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you
in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not
you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.’”
Favor & Kingdom Purposes:
• God uses hardships for His glory
• God is in control of every detail our lives
• God’s purposes always saves lives
Genesis 50:20 “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it
for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.”

The big idea: You can’t persevere
without God’s help!
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Hebrews 10:32-36 32“Think back on those early
days when you first learned about Christ.
Remember how you remained faithful even
though it meant terrible suffering. 33Sometimes
you were exposed to public ridicule and were
beaten, and sometimes you helped others who
were suffering the same things. 34You suffered
along with those who were thrown into jail, and
when all you owned was taken from you, you
accepted it with joy. (cont’d)
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You knew there were better things waiting for you
that will last forever. 35So do not throw away this
confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great
reward it brings you! 36Patient endurance is what
you need now, so that you will continue to do
God’s will. Then you will receive all that He has
promised.” (NLT)

part eight
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Perseverance is “steadfastness in doing something
despite difficulty or delay in achieving success.”

Missed a message?
www.LifeChurchSmyrna.com
Click on “Resources”
Download notes and recordings
Subscribe to podcast on iTunes
Life Church Smyrna Facebook videos
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Navigating a Life
of Favor

Genesis 37:3-4 “Now Israel loved Joseph more
than all his children, because he was the son of
his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many
colors. But when his brothers saw that their
father loved him more than all his brothers,
they hated him and could not speak peaceably
to him.”
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1. A Life of Favor Always
Encounters Spiritual
Resistance

Genesis 37:4 “But when his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than all his brothers,
they hated him and could not speak peaceably to
him.”
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Dr. R.C. Sproul:
“In theory it is easy to
understand the premise that
all things work together for
good to those who love God
and are called according to His
purpose, but to get this into
our bloodstreams is another
matter.” (cont’d)

“It is one of the most difficult
tasks of the practicing
Christian. It involves not only
believing in God but believing
God”. We engage in a lifelong struggle to take the Lord
at His word.”
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2. A Life of Favor Always
Activates the
Supernatural in Our Lives

Genesis 37:5-7 “Now Joseph had a dream, and he
told it to his brothers; and they hated him even
more. So he said to them, ‘Please hear this dream
which I have dreamed: There we were, binding
sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose
and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves
stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.’
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Genesis 37:8-9 “And his brothers said to him,
‘Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you
indeed have dominion over us?’ So they hated him
even more for his dreams and for his words. Then
he dreamed still another dream and told it to his
brothers, and said, ‘Look, I have dreamed another
dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the
eleven stars bowed down to me.’

Genesis 37:10-11 “So he told it to his father and
his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said
to him, ‘What is this dream that you have
dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your
brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth
before you?’ And his brothers envied him, but his
father kept the matter in mind.”
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Why Does Favor Trigger the Supernatural?
• Supernatural activity opens our minds before it
opens heaven
• Supernatural activity in private devotion causes
us to recognize supernatural favor in everyday
life
• Supernatural activity initiates favor, sustains
favor, and brings favor to completion

3. A Life of Favor Always
Results in a Kingdom
Purpose
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Genesis 42:8-9 “So Joseph recognized his
brothers, but they did not recognize him. Then
Joseph remembered the dreams which he had
dreamed about them, and said to them, ‘You are
spies! You have come to see the nakedness of the
land!’”

Genesis 45:4-6 “And Joseph said to his brothers,
‘Please come near to me.’ So they came near.
Then he said: ‘I am Joseph your brother, whom
you sold into Egypt. But now, do not therefore be
grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold
me here; for God sent me before you to preserve
life. For these two years the famine has been in
the land, and there are still five years in which
there will be neither plowing nor harvesting.
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Genesis 45:7-8 “And God sent me before you to
preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to
save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it
was not you who sent me here, but God; and He
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all
his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of
Egypt.’”

Favor & Kingdom Purposes:
• God uses hardships for His glory
• God is in control of every detail our lives
• God’s purposes always saves lives
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Genesis 50:20 “But as for you, you meant evil
against me; but God meant it for good, in order to
bring it about as it is this day, to save many people
alive.”

the big idea
You can’t persevere
without God’s help!
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we’re all about…
Loving God!
Loving People!
Loving Life!

part eight
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