2 Corinthians 8:1-8, 12 1“Now I want to tell you, dear brothers and
sisters, what God in his kindness has done for the churches in
Macedonia. 2Though they have been going through much trouble and
hard times, their wonderful joy and deep poverty have overflowed in
rich generosity. 3For I can testify that they gave not only what they
could afford but far more. And they did it of their own free will. 4They
begged us again and again for the gracious privilege of sharing in the
gift for the Christians in Jerusalem. 5Best of all, they went beyond our
highest hopes, for their first action was to dedicate themselves to the
Lord and to us for whatever directions God might give them. 6So we
have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to
return to you and encourage you to complete your share in this
ministry of giving. 7Since you excel in so many ways — you have so
much faith, such gifted speakers, such knowledge, such enthusiasm,
and such love for us — now I want you to excel also in this gracious
ministry of giving. 8I am not saying you must do it, even though the
other churches are eager to do it. This is one way to prove your love
is real…..12the heart regulates the hands”

1. Everyone Can Do Some , Some Can Do More |
And a Few Can Do Much |
Three Types of Faith Promises:
_Reasonable__
_Sacrificial__

2. If We Will Do The Difficult Thing God Will Do The
Supernatural Thing
2 Kings 3:16 “….thus saith the Lord, make this valley full of ditches…’”
2 Kings 4:3 “Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your neighbors for
empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few.’”
Psalm 66:12 “We went through fire and water, but You brought us to
a place of abundance.”

3. Our Expectation Determines The Level Of Our
Preparation |
2 Kings 3:20 “Now it happened in the morning….that suddenly water
came by the way of Edom and the land was filled with water.”
2 Kings 4:6 “When all the jars were full…..the oil stopped flowing.”
2 Corinthians 8:7, 12 “…I want you to excel also in this gracious
ministry of giving…the heart regulates the hands…”

_Revelation__
The big idea: The heart regulates
the hands
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2 Corinthians 8:1-8, 12 1“Now I want to tell you, dear brothers
and sisters, what God in his kindness has done for the churches
in Macedonia. 2Though they have been going through much
trouble and hard times, their wonderful joy and deep poverty
have overflowed in rich generosity. 3For I can testify that they
gave not only what they could afford but far more. And they did
it of their own free will. 4They begged us again and again for the
gracious privilege of sharing in the gift for the Christians in
Jerusalem. (cont’d)
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5Best

of all, they went beyond our highest hopes, for their first
action was to dedicate themselves to the Lord and to us for
whatever directions God might give them. 6So we have urged
Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return to
you and encourage you to complete your share in this ministry
of giving. 7Since you excel in so many ways — you have so much
faith, such gifted speakers, such knowledge, such enthusiasm,
and such love for us — now I want you to excel also in this
gracious ministry of giving. (cont’d)

8I

am not saying you must do it, even though the other churches
are eager to do it. This is one way to prove your love is
real...12the heart regulates the hands”
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Three Take Aways:
2 Corinthians 8:7 “….I want you to excel also in this gracious
ministry of giving….”
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1. Everyone can do some
(reasonable), some can do more
(sacrificial) and a few can do
much (revelation).

Three types of Faith Promises:
 Reasonable
 Sacrificial
 Revelation
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Jim Cantelon:
“A faith promise creates
room for God to move into.”

2. If we will do the difficult
thing God will do the
supernatural thing
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2 Kings 3:16 “….thus saith the Lord, make this valley full of
ditches…’”
2 Kings 4:3 “Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your neighbors
for empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few.’”

Charles Cookman:
“Faith never gets any
easier.”
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Psalm 66:12 “We went through fire and water, but You brought
us to a place of abundance.”

3. Our expectation determines
the level of our preparation
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2 Kings 3:20 “Now it happened in the morning….that suddenly
water came by the way of Edom and the land was filled with
water.”
2 Kings 4:6 “When all the jars were full…..the oil stopped
flowing.”
2 Corinthians 8:7, 12 “…I want you to excel also in this gracious
ministry of giving…the heart regulates the hands…”

THE BIG IDEA
The heart regulates the hands
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WE’RE ALL ABOUT…
Loving God!
Loving People!
Loving Life!
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FAITH PROMISE
2018 Spring Missions Celebration
Pastor Brian Campbell

9

