Philippians 3:2-3 2“Watch out for those dogs, those people who do
evil, those mutilators who say you must be circumcised to be saved.
3
For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who are truly
circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put
no confidence in human effort...” (NLT)

1. You Can’t

Control

The Future

James 4:13-16 13“Look here, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we
are going to a certain town and will stay there a year. We will do
business there and make a profit.’ 14How do you know what your life
will be like tomorrow? Your life is like the morning fog - it’s here a
little while, then it’s gone. 15What you ought to say is, ‘If the Lord
wants us to, we will live and do this or that.’ 16Otherwise you are
boasting about your own pretentious plans, and all such boasting is
evil.” (NLT)

a) Stop _Worrying__
Joshua 1:9“This is My command - be strong and courageous! Do not
be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever
you go.” (NLT)
Psalm 46:10 “Let go of your concerns! Then you will know that I am
God. I rule the nations. I rule the earth.” (GW)
Matthew 6:27 “Can all your worries add a single moment to your
life?” (NLT)
Mathew 6:34 “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” (NLT)
2 Timothy 1:7 “God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind.” (NKJV

b) Start __Trusting__
Deuteronomy 29:29a “There are secrets the Lord your God has not
revealed to us...” (LB)
Proverbs 3:5-6 5“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend
on your own understanding. 6Seek His will in all you do, and He will
show you which path to take.” (NLT)
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord.
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and
a hope.” (NLT)
Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose.” (NKJV)

c) Keep _Obeying__
Genesis 12:1,4 “The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Leave your native
country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land
that I will show you. 4So Abram departed as the Lord had instructed,
and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left
Haran.” (NLT)
Deuteronomy 29:29 “There are secrets the Lord your God has not
revealed to us but these words that He has revealed are for us and our
children to obey forever.” (LB)
Psalm 37:23-24 23“The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights
in every detail of their lives. 24Though they stumble, they will never
fall, for the Lord holds them by the hand.” (NLT)
John 14:15 “If you love Me, obey My commandments.” (NLT)
Hebrews 11:8 “It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called
him to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as
his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going.” (NLT)

The big idea: You can’t control the future so
don’t even try.
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1. You Can’t
Control The Future
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James 4:13-16 13“Look here, you who say,
‘Today or tomorrow we are going to a certain
town and will stay there a year. We will do
business there and make a profit.’ 14How do
you know what your life will be like
tomorrow? Your life is like the morning fog it’s here a little while, then it’s gone. 15What
you ought to say is, ‘If the Lord wants us to, we
will live and do this or that.’ 16Otherwise you
are boasting about your own pretentious
plans, and all such boasting is evil.” (NLT)

No one truly knows the future and it’s actually
sinful to live like we do.
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a) Stop Worrying
Joshua 1:9 “This is My command - be strong
and courageous! Do not be afraid or
discouraged. For the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.” (NLT)
God knows some people are prone to worry
so He wants them to know that He is with
them all the time.

Psalm 46:10 “Let go of your concerns! Then
you will know that I am God. I rule the nations.
I rule the earth.” (GW)
God wants to
release you
from worry.
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E. Joseph Cossman:
“If you want to test
your memory try to
remember what you
were worrying about
one year ago today.”

Matthew 6:27 “Can all your worries add a
single moment to your life?” (NLT)
Jesus knew some of us
would worry so He
made sure to say that
worrying doesn’t
accomplish much.
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Wanda E. Brunstetter:
“Worry is the
darkroom in which
‘negatives’ are
developed.”

Mathew 6:34 “So don’t worry about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s
trouble is enough for today.” (NLT)

It’s a waste of
mental, physical and
spiritual energy to
worry about a day
that hasn’t even
arrived.
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Corrie Ten Boom:
“Worry does not empty
tomorrow of its sorrow.
It empties today of its
strength.”

2 Timothy 1:7 “God has not given us a spirit of
fear, but of power and of love and of a sound
mind.” (NKJV)
Worrying about the future can lead to being
overcome by fear and that is not from God.
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Mickey Rivers:
“Ain’t no sense worrying
about things you got
control over, ‘cause if you
got control over them,
ain’t no sense worrying.
And there ain’t no sense
worrying about things you
got no control over, ‘cause
if you got no control over
them, ain’t no sense
worrying about them.”

b) Start Trusting
Deuteronomy 29:29a “There are secrets the
Lord your God has not revealed to us...” (LB)
God doesn’t tell you everything which is why
you really need to trust Him.
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Ralph Waldo Emerson:
“All I have seen teaches
me to trust the Creator for
all I have not seen.”

Psalm 56:4 “I praise God for what He has
promised. I trust in God, so why should I be
afraid?” (NLT)
You can trust in the promises of God and
there’s no reason to be afraid of anything!
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Proverbs 3:5-6 5“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart; do not depend on your own
understanding. 6Seek His will in all you do, and
He will show you which path to take.” (NLT)
There is a difference between the path you will
take when you trust the Lord instead of
trusting yourself.

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for
you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a
hope.” (NLT)
You can trust God because He has greater
plans for your life than even you do!

11

4/23/2016

Chuck Swindoll:
“We must trust God
to provide what He
thinks is best and in
whatever time He
chooses to make it
available.”

Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are the called according to His
purpose.” (NKJV)
You can trust God to work everything out for
your good when you have committed yourself
to Him.
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c) Keep Obeying
Genesis 12:1,4 1“The Lord had said to Abram,
‘Leave your native country, your relatives, and
your father’s family, and go to the land that I will
show you. 4So Abram departed as the Lord had
instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he left Haran.” (NLT)
God told Abram to do something he had never
done and that didn’t make sense but he obeyed
anyway.

Deuteronomy 29:29 “There are secrets the
Lord your God has not revealed to us but these
words that He has revealed are for us and our
children to obey forever.” (LB)
God won’t tell you everything but He does ask
you to obey everything that He tells you.
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Psalm 37:23-24 23“The Lord directs the steps of
the godly. He delights in every detail of their
lives. 24Though they stumble, they will never
fall, for the Lord holds them by the hand.” (NLT)
As you keep obeying God, you can know that He
is pleased and that He will hold you up when
you stumble!

Dr. Myles Munroe:
“Keep your head and
your heart going in the
right direction and you
will not have to worry
about your feet.”
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John 14:15 “If you love Me, obey My
commandments.” (NLT)
The truest litmus test of loving Jesus is
obedience.

James Robison:
“Obey the laws of the
Kingdom and you will
have heaven manifest in
you. Disobey it, and you
will have hellishness
right now.”
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Hebrews 11:8 “It was by faith that Abraham
obeyed when God called him to leave home
and go to another land that God would give
him as his inheritance. He went without
knowing where he was going.” (NLT)
As you walk with God, there may be times
when you still don’t know where He is leading
you but keep obeying Him anyway.

the big idea
You can’t control
the future so don’t
even try.
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we’re all about…
Loving God!
Loving People!
Loving Life!
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