Philippians 3:2-3 2“Watch out for those dogs, those people who do
evil, those mutilators who say you must be circumcised to be saved.
3
For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who are truly
circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put
no confidence in human effort...” (NLT)

1. You Can’t

Please

Everyone

Galatians 1:10 “Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of
people, but of God. If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be
Christ’s servant.” (NLT)

a) Living To Please Everyone Is _Stupid__
1 Samuel 15:24 “Saul admitted to Samuel, ‘Yes, I have sinned. I have
disobeyed your instructions and the Lord’’s command, for I was
afraid of the people and did what they demanded.’” (NLT)
Proverbs 29:25 “Fearing people is a dangerous trap but trusting the
Lord means safety.” (NLT)
Isaiah 51:12 ““I, yes I, am the One who comforts you. So why are you
afraid of mere humans, who wither like the grass and disappear?”
(NLT)
John 5:41 “I don’t need praise from people.” (NCV)
John 5:44 “You try to get praise from each other, but you do not try
to get the praise that comes from the only God.” (NCV)
John 12:42-43 42“Many people did believe in Him, however,
including some of the Jewish leaders. But they wouldn’t admit it for
fear that the Pharisees would expel them from the synagogue. 43For
they loved human praise more than the praise of God.” (NLT)

b) Living To Please God Is _Smart__
Psalm 27:10 “Even if my father and mother abandon me, the Lord
will hold me close.” (NLT)
Luke 12:31 “God will always give you all you need from day to day
if you will make the Kingdom of God your primary concern.” (LB)
Luke 16:15 “You make yourselves look good in front of people, but
God knows what is really in your hearts. What is important to
people is hateful in God’s sight.” (NCV)
Luke 22:42 “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me;
nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.” (NKJV)
John 5:30 “I don’t try to please Myself, but I try to please the One
who sent Me.” (NCV)
1 Thessalonians 2:4 “Our purpose is to please God, not people.”
(NLT)

The big idea: You can’t be good enough
by yourself but God makes you good
enough by His grace!
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1. You Can’t
Please Everyone

Galatians 1:10 “Obviously, I’m not trying to
win the approval of people, but of God. If
pleasing people were my goal, I would not be
Christ’s servant.” (NLT)
Trying to please God must be your primary
focus if you are going to be a faithful follower
of Jesus Christ.
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Four characteristics of people pleasers:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Take most criticism personally
Have a deep fear of rejection
Find it hard to express their feelings
Have a had time saying “no”

a) Living To Please Everyone Is Stupid
1 Samuel 15:24 “Saul admitted to Samuel,
‘Yes, I have sinned. I have disobeyed your
instructions and the Lord’’s command, for I
was afraid of the people and did what they
demanded.’” (NLT)
Being afraid of what people think will
eventually lead to disobeying the Lord.
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Constance Wu:
“You're never going
to please everyone
and if you do there’s
something wrong.”

Proverbs 29:25 “Fearing people is a dangerous
trap but trusting the Lord means safety.” (NLT)
Stay away from the trap of being afraid of
what people think about you and focus on
trusting the Lord.
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Isaiah 51:12 “I, yes I, am the One who
comforts you. So why are you afraid of mere
humans, who wither like the grass and
disappear?” (NLT)
God does not want you living your life by being
afraid of what people think about you.
The Hebrew word translated as “trap” means
“a noose for catching animals; a hook for the
nose.”

Paul Hudson:
“It’s literally impossible to
keep everyone pleased.
Everybody and their mother
has an opinion.
Just because you can’t please everyone
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t bother to please
anyone.
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People like to hate; it’s just a
favorite human pastime.
Your life is better when you
remove the poisonous people.”

Rick Warren:
“Even God can't please
everybody.”
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John 5:41 “I don’t
need praise from
people.” (NCV)
Jesus didn’t live His
life for the praise of
people and you don’t
need to either.

Lecrae:
“If you live for people’s
acceptance you will die
from their rejection.”
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John 5:44 “You try to get praise from each
other, but you do not try to get the praise that
comes from the only God.” (NCV)
Praise from people may make you feel good
but praise from God is what really matters.

Dr. Susan Biali:
“I think that most of us
who habitually peopleplease are well aware that
it makes us vulnerable to
mean, controlling people.”
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John 12:42-43 42“Many people did believe in
Him, however, including some of the Jewish
leaders. But they wouldn’t admit it for fear
that the Pharisees would expel them from the
synagogue. 43For they loved human praise
more than the praise of God.” (NLT)
Trying to please people is hazardous to your
spiritual, emotional and relational health.

Leonard Ravenhill:
“If Jesus had preached
the same message that
ministers preach today,
He would never have
been crucified.”
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b) Living To Please God Is Smart
Psalm 27:10 “Even if my father and mother
abandon me, the Lord will hold me close.” (NLT)

Sometimes even your own family may walk
out on you but don’t forget that God is still
holding you close!

Luke 12:31 “God will always give you all you
need from day to day if you will make the
Kingdom of God your primary concern.” (LB)
The best way to know that your daily needs
will be met is by living in such a way that you
please God.
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Luke 16:15 “You make yourselves look good in
front of people, but God knows what is really
in your hearts. What is important to people is
hateful in God’s sight.” (NCV)
The way that people see things and the way
that God sees things is very different!

Luke 22:42 “Father, if it is Your will, take this
cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will,
but Yours, be done.” (NKJV)
Jesus was so focused on pleasing God that He
was willing to die for us on the Cross.
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Leonard Ravenill:
“If we displease God, does
it matter whom we
please? If we please Him
does it matter whom we
displease?”

John 5:30 “I don’t try to please Myself, but I
try to please the One who sent Me.” (NCV)
Jesus knew the pressures of trying to please
people and to please Himself so He focused on
pleasing God.
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1 Thessalonians 2:4 “Our purpose is to please
God, not people.” (NLT)
.
Your goal in life should
not be to please people
but to please God

the big idea
You can’t please
everyone but you
can please God!
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we’re all about…
Loving God!
Loving People!
Loving Life!

part two
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