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Philippians 3:2-3 “Watch out for those dogs, those people who do evil,
3
those mutilators who say you must be circumcised to be saved. For we
who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who are truly circumcised.
We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put no confidence in
human effort...” (NLT)

1. You Can’t Be

Good

Enough

Philippians 3:3 “For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who
are truly circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put
no confidence in human effort,“ (NLT)

a) Trapped In The _Performance__ Trap
Philippians 3:4 “I could have confidence in my own effort if anyone could.
Indeed, if others have reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have
even more!” (NLT)
Isaiah 64:6 “We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our
righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags.” (NLT)

b) Your Best Is Still Just _Trash__
Philippians 3:8 “Everything else is worthless when compared with the
infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake I have discarded
everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ.” (NLT)
Philippians 3:9b “I no longer count on my own righteousness through
obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For
God’s way of making us right with Himself depends on faith.” (NLT)

c) An _Unhealthy__ View Of Yourself
Genesis 18:27 “Abraham spoke again...‘Lord... I am but dust and ashes.’”
(NLT)

Luke 5:8 “When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his
knees before Jesus and said, ‘Oh, Lord, please leave me - I’m too much of a
sinner to be around you.’” (NLT)
1 Timothy 1:15b “‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’ - and I am
the worst of them all.” (NLT)

d)

There Is An _Alternative__
8

Ephesians 2:8-9 “God saved you by His grace when you believed. And you
9
can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for
the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.” (NLT)
Romans 3:22 “We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus
Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.”
(NLT)
4

5

Titus 3:4-6 “When God our Savior revealed His kindness and love, He saved
us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of His
mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through
6
the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus
Christ our Savior.” (NLT)

e)

It’s Time To Get _Busy__
15

Galatians 1:15-16 “But even before I was born, God chose me and called
16
me by His marvelous grace. Then it pleased Him to reveal His Son to me so
that I would proclaim the Good News about Jesus to the Gentiles.” (NLT)
Ephesians 2:10 “We are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ
Jesus so we can do the good things He planned for us long ago.” (NLT)
10

1 Peter 4:10-11 “God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of
11
spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another. Do you have the gift of
speaking? Then speak as though God Himself were speaking through you. Do
you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy
that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God through
Jesus Christ. All glory and power to Him forever and ever! Amen.” (NLT)

The big idea: You can’t be good enough by
yourself but God makes you good enough by
His grace!

Loving God! Loving People! Loving Life!
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Philippians 3:2-3 2“Watch out for those
dogs, those people who do evil, those
mutilators who say you must be
circumcised to be saved. 3For we who
worship by the Spirit of God are the ones
who are truly circumcised. We rely on what
Christ Jesus has done for us. We put no
confidence in human effort...” (NLT)
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Missed a message?
www.LifeChurchSmyrna.com
Click on “Resources”
Download the notes and listen
Subscribe to our podcast on iTunes
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1. You Can’t Be
Good Enough

Philippians 3:3 “For we who worship by the
Spirit of God are the ones who are truly
circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has
done for us. We put no confidence in human
effort,“ (NLT)
Your relationship with God is not based on
what you can do but on what Christ has
already done.
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a) Trapped In The Performance Trap
Philippians 3:4 “I could have confidence in
my own effort if anyone could. Indeed, if
others have reason for confidence in their
own efforts, I have even more!” (NLT)
Paul had done a lot of things and even admits
he could place some confidence in those
accomplishments.

Isaiah 64:6 “We are all infected and impure
with sin. When we display our righteous
deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags.” (NLT)
Because of our
sinfulness, the very
best that we can
produce on our own
is still really bad.
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b) Your Best Is Still Just Trash
Philippians 3:8 “Everything else is worthless
when compared with the infinite value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake I
have discarded everything else, counting it all
as garbage, so that I could gain Christ.” (NLT)

Paul realizes his best efforts were nothing at
all and he even refers to them as “garbage.”
The original Greek word that Paul used is
“skubala” which literally means “dung.”
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Philippians 3:9b “I no longer count on my own
righteousness through obeying the law;
rather, I become righteous through faith in
Christ. For God’s way of making us right with
Himself depends on faith.” (NLT)
Today is the best day for you to break free
from the performance trap of trying to “do
enough” or “be enough” in order to have a
relationship with Christ!

c) An Unhealthy View Of Yourself
Genesis 18:27 “Abraham spoke again...‘Lord...
I am but dust and ashes.’” (NLT)
Abraham thought he wasn’t good enough to
speak directly to God.
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Luke 5:8 “When Simon Peter realized what had
happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and
said, ‘Oh, Lord, please leave me - I’m too much
of a sinner to be around you.’” (NLT)

Peter thought he was too sinful to be close to
Jesus.

1 Timothy 1:15b “‘Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners’ - and I am the worst of
them all.” (NLT)
Paul thought he was the worst sinner ever.
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d) There Is An Alternative
Ephesians 2:8-9 8“God saved you by His grace
when you believed. And you can’t take credit
for this; it is a gift from God. 9Salvation is not
a reward for the good things we have done,
so none of us can boast about it.” (NLT)
The alternative is to accept the gift of
salvation God offers which isn’t based on
anything you do or deserve.

Romans 3:22 “We are made right with God
by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is
true for everyone who believes, no matter
who we are.” (NLT)
The only way to be made right with God is by
accepting Jesus and placing your faith in Him
alone.
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Titus 3:4-6 4“When God our Savior revealed His
kindness and love, 5He saved us, not because of
the righteous things we had done, but because
of His mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us
a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.
6He generously poured out the Spirit upon us
through Jesus Christ our Savior.” (NLT)
God saves us, forgives us and fills us with the
Holy Spirit because of His great grace and not
our goodness.

e) It’s Time To Get Busy
Galatians 1:15-16 15“But even before I was born,
God chose me and called me by His marvelous
grace. Then it pleased Him 16to reveal His Son to
me so that I would proclaim the Good News
about Jesus to the Gentiles.” (NLT)
God has a plan for your life that was in place
before you were born and He wants you to fulfill
that plan.
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Ephesians 2:10 “We are God’s masterpiece.
He has created us anew in Christ Jesus so we
can do the good things He planned for us long
ago.” (NLT)

You are destined to do great things for God!

1 Peter 4:10-11 10“God has given each of you a
gift from His great variety of spiritual gifts. Use
them well to serve one another. 11Do you have
the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God
Himself were speaking through you. Do you have
the gift of helping others? Do it with all the
strength and energy that God supplies. Then
everything you do will bring glory to God through
Jesus Christ. All glory and power to Him forever
and ever! Amen.” (NLT)
God has given you something that He wants you
to use for His glory.
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the big idea
You can’t be good
enough by yourself
but God makes you
good enough by His
grace!

we’re all about…
Loving God!
Loving People!
Loving Life!
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