The Pressure of Partiality
God does not play favorites and neither should I.
James 2:1-13: Key Word: “favoritism” (v.1) - This literally means receiving
or lifting the face. Ancient subjects would prostrate themselves to seek a
ruler’s favor. If he lifted their faces, they would be heard. The word came to
mean showing favor on improper grounds, often social or political.

1. Don’t Judge A Book By It’s

Cover

|
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James 2:1-4 “My brothers, do not show favoritism as you hold on to the
2
faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. For example, a man comes into your
meeting wearing a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and a poor man
3
dressed in dirty clothes also comes in. If you look with favor on the man
wearing the fine clothes and say, “Sit here in a good place,” and yet you say
to the poor man, “Stand over there,” or, “Sit here on the floor by my
4
footstool,” haven’t you discriminated among yourselves and become
judges with evil thoughts?” (HCSB)
The ugly truth is we prefer people who look like _Us_, act like _Us_, and
serve our needs or meet our _standards_. We don’t like “their kind” --whatever that means.
GOD DOESN’T _DISCRIMINATE__
Acts 10:34 “Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really understand that God
doesn’t show favoritism,” (HCSB)
Galatians 3:28 “There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (HCSB)

2. The Outer Trappings Just Can’t Tell What’s Inside |

The problem was not ____________, but how people in the church
treated people with money Anotherproblem was the way some rich
people were behaving.
Why is the heart of God so close to those who are poor and excluded?
“PREJUDICE IS A GREAT TIME SAVER. YOU CAN FORM OPINIONS
WITHOUT HAVING TO GET THE FACTS.” E.B. WHITE

3. The Royal Law Vs.

Favoritism

James 2:8-13 8“Indeed, if you keep the royal law prescribed in the Scripture,
9

Love your neighbor as yourself,[a] you are doing well. But if you show favoritism,
10
you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever
11
keeps the entire law, yet fails in one point, is guilty of breaking it all. For He who
said, Do not commit adultery,[b] also said, Do not murder .So if you do not
12
commit adultery, but you do murder, you are a lawbreaker. Speak and act as
13
those who will be judged by the law of freedom. For judgment is without mercy
to the one who hasn’t shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.” (HSCB)

What is the “royal law”?
When the way you treat people changes based on the attractiveness of
their appearance, the color of their skin, the cars they drive, or any other
false measure, then you are guilty of favoritism – and that is sin!

4. Live It

Out

!

* Check your _attitude__
*_Demonstrate_ God’s love in action
* Build a _friendship_

James 2:5-7 5“Listen, my dear brothers: Didn’t God choose the poor in this world
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that He has promised to those who love
6
Him? Yet you dishonored that poor man. Don’t the rich oppress you and drag you
into the courts? 7Don’t they blaspheme the noble name that was pronounced

over you at your baptism?” (HCSB)

|

The big idea: God can help you deal with
the pressure of partiality.

Loving God! Loving People! Loving Life!
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God does not play favorites and
neither should I.
Focus: James 2:1-13

Don’t judge a book by it’s COVER
James 2:1-4 1“My brothers, do not show
favoritism as you hold on to the faith in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ. 2For example, a man
comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring
and dressed in fine clothes, and a poor man
dressed in dirty clothes also comes in. (cont’d)
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Don’t judge a book by it’s COVER
3If

you look with favor on the man wearing the
fine clothes and say, “Sit here in a good place,”
and yet you say to the poor man, “Stand over
there,” or, “Sit here on the floor by my
footstool,” 4haven’t you discriminated among
yourselves and become judges with evil
thoughts.” (HCSB)

The ugly truth is we prefer people who
look like US, act like US, and serve our
needs or meet our STANDARDS. We
don’t like “their kind” --- whatever
that means.
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God doesn’t DISCRIMINATE
Acts 10:34 “Then Peter began to speak: ‘Now I
really understand that God doesn’t show
favoritism,”

God doesn’t DISCRIMINATE
Galatians 3:28 “There is no Jew or Greek,
slave or free, male or female; for you are
all one in Christ Jesus.”
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The Outer Trappings Just Can’t Tell
What’s INSIDE
James 2:5-7 5”Listen, my dear brothers: Didn’t God
choose the poor in this world to be rich in faith and
heirs of the kingdom that He has promised to those
who love Him? 6Yet you dishonored that poor man.
Don’t the rich oppress you and drag you into the
courts? 7Don’t they blaspheme the noble name that
was pronounced over you at your baptism?” (HCSB)

“Prejudice is a great
time saver. You can
form opinions without
having to get the facts.”
E.B. White
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The Royal Law vs. Favoritism
James 2:8-13 8“Indeed, if you keep the royal
law prescribed in the Scripture, Love your
neighbor as yourself, you are doing well. 9But
if you show favoritism, you commit sin and
are convicted by the law as transgressors.
10For whoever keeps the entire law, yet fails in
one point, is guilty of breaking it all. (cont’d)

11For

He who said, Do not commit adultery,
also said, Do not murder. So if you do not
commit adultery, but you do murder, you are a
lawbreaker. 12Speak and act as those who will
be judged by the law of freedom. 13For
judgment is without mercy to the one who
hasn’t shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over
judgment.” (HCSB)
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When the way you treat people changes
based on the attractiveness of their
appearance, the color of their skin,
the cars they drive, or any other false
measure, then you are guilty of
favoritism – and that is sin!

Live it out!
•Check your Attitude
•Demonstrate God’s love in
action
•Build a Friendship
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the big idea
God can help you
deal with the
pressure of

Partiality

we’re all about…
Loving God!
Loving People!
Loving Life!
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